ICW Statement
The 33rd ICW-CIF General Assembly
17-22 September 2012
Seoul, Republic of Korea
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1. We, the women participating in the 33rd ICW-CIF General Assembly, gathered here in
Seoul on 17-22 September 2012 on the occasion of ICW-CIF 124th anniversary, with the
theme of “Progress for Women is Progress for All,” concerned about the outcomes of
upcoming +20 conferences, urge the Member States of the United Nations to make an
evaluation of the implementation of the commitments to the Beijing Platform for
Action(BPfA).
2. What has been achieved? What are the challenges they still have to realize by 2015?
Included in the evaluation and monitoring should be their commitments to the ICPD Agenda,
the Millenium Development Goals, Human Rights Agenda, CEDAW, Security Council
Resolution 1325.
3. We urge Women’s Organizations (International), NGOs, to make the commitment to
monitor the above issues by making shadow reports.
4. In particular, we urge the monitoring of commitments regarding:
 BPfA: the IO “Critical areas of concern”of the BPfA: leadership of women,
participation and decision making
 MDGs: especially No. 3, Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women as the
Cross-cutting goal
 ICPD: Sexual Reproductive Rights, harmful practices/FGM
 Human Rights: “Women’s Rights are Human Rights”
 CEDAW including the Optional Protocols and other Conventions
 SCR 1325: involvement of women in peace prevention, peace negotiations and
post-conflict situations and in National Action Plans.
5. We note the following emerging issues to respond from a gender perspective:
 Climate change and Disaster Risk Reduction
 Food Security
 Water Sanitation
 Economic and Financial Crisis Effects
We are determined to;

6. Make concerted efforts to increase women’s representation in decision making so that no
more than 60% of both genders are represented at all levels of society, including the National
and Local Assemblies, Government Cabinets, as well as private corporations.
7. Ensure that sexual crimes such as rape, sexual violence, sexual harassment and stalking are
considered as violation of women’s human rights to dignity that should be subject to heavy
penalty, and urge goverments to make it compulsory for Internet Service Providers to block
pornography at source.
8. Pay special attention to rural, migrant, and elderly women, and urge governments and
international organizations to take positive measures to protect the rights of refugee women
so that they won’t be forcefully returned to the country they escaped from.
9. Denounce sexual slavery and rape of women and children during and after wars and armed
conflicts has to be condemned as a crime.

